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RESOLUTION OF THE VENTURA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 
COMMISSION ADDING A NEW SECTION 3.2.3 TO DIVISION 3 
CHANGES OF ORGANIZATION AND REORGANIZATION, CHAPTER 2 
– SPECIFIC POLICIES RELATING TO ANNEXATION OF 
UNINCORPORATED ISLANDS BY CITIES 

 
WHEREAS, the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act 

of 2000 (Government Code Section 56000 et seq.) requires each Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO) to adopt written policies and procedures; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Ventura LAFCO’s written policies and procedures are contained 
in the Commissioner’s Handbook that became effective on January 1, 2002, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission has the authority to amend the policies and 
procedures contained in the Commissioner’s Handbook based on changes in law, local 
policies, and operational procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 56375.3 provides for an 
expedited process for cities to initiate changes of organization and reorganization for 
islands of unincorporated territory within specified time frames that meet specified 
criteria, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard a presentation by the Executive Officer 
about the 24 separate unincorporated island areas in Ventura County that qualify for the 
island annexation process set forth in Government Code Section 56375.3, and 
 

WHEREAS, the State legislature has adopted the objective for LAFCOs to 
promote orderly boundaries and the efficient delivery of services and 
 

WHEREAS, the continuation of unincorporated island areas is inconsistent with 
the Commission’s legislative mandate, State and local polices that discourage the 
formation of unincorporated island areas surrounded by cities, and the Guidelines for 
Orderly Development adopted by the County of Ventura, each of the ten cities in 
Ventura County and the Ventura LAFCO, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission finds it beneficial to affected cities and the public to 
adopt a local policy to require the change of organization or reorganization of qualifying 
island areas pursuant to Government Code Section 56375.3 as a condition of larger, 
unrelated changes of organization or reorganization initiated by affected cities. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED that 
the Ventura Local Agency Formation Commission hereby: 
 

(1) Adopts a new policy as Section 3.2.3 to Division 3 Changes of 
Organization and Reorganization, Chapter 2 – Specific Policies of the 
Commissioner’s Handbook relating to requiring the annexation of 
unincorporated island areas by cities pursuant to Government Code 
Section 56375.3, as shown on Exhibit A. 

(2) Directs the Executive Officer to compile and organize this new policy in 
the form of replacement pages for the Commissioner’s Handbook and 
distribute them to interested parties. 

 
This resolution was adopted on April 16, 2003. 
 
 
AYES: Commissioners Long, Bennett, Zaragoza, Barajas, Curtis, Richardson and 

Chair Cunningham 
 
 
NOES: None 
 
 
ABSTAINS: None 
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SECTION 3.2.3 ANNEXATION OF UNINCORPORATED ISLAND AREAS BY 
CITIES
(Added 4/16/03)

Any approval of a proposal for a change of organization or reorganization will be 
conditioned to provide that proceedings will not be completed until and unless a 
subsequent proposal is filed with LAFCO initiating proceedings for the change of 
organization or reorganization of all unincorporated island areas that meet the 
provisions of Government Code Section 56375.3, provided all of the following criteria 
are applicable: 

i. The approved proposal was initiated by resolution of a city that surrounds 
or substantially surrounds one or more unincorporated island areas that 
meet the requirements of Section 56375.3. 

ii. The territory in the approved proposal consists of one or more areas that 
are each 40 acres or more in area. 

iii. The territory in the approved proposal will not be used exclusively for 
agriculture or open space purposes after the completion of proceedings. 

iv. The territory in the approved proposal is not owned by a public agency or 
used for public purposes. 




